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Course description:

This course aims to introduce theories of the first and second language acquisition. It focuses on educational psychology and
its implications for language learning and teaching, factors affecting the process of language acquisition.

Week / Date

Discussion Topics

Readings

Week 1
21-25.02.2011

Introduction to the course:
Content, aims, structure and expectation.

Week 2
28.02-04.03.2011

What is language

-Language behaviour

-Linguistics & Applied Linguistics
-Communicative Competence
-Learning a first Language

-Theories of first language acquisition

Alptekin (2000); Chastain (1988), Chapter, 3;
Fromkin, & Rodman (1997), Chapter 8(2);
Hedge (2000), Chapter 2(2); Lightbown &
Spada (1999), Chapter 1; Lyons (1981),
Chapter 1; Yule (1996), Chapters 1, 16 & 17;
Field (2003)

Week 3
07-11.03.2011

-Theories of Second Language Acquisition
-The Positivist (Behaviourist) School
-Cognitive Psychology

Brown (2000), Chapter 10(3); Lightbown &
Spada (1999), Chapter 2; Randall (2007),
Chapter, 7; Williams & Burden (1997),
Chapter 1

Week 4
14-18.03.2011

-The acquisition-learning hypothesis
-The monitor hypothesis

-The natural order hypothesis

-The input hypothesis

-The affective filter hypothesis

Lightbown & Spada (1999), Chapter 2

Week 5 -Humanistic approaches Lightbown & Spada (1999), Chapters 1 & 2;
21-26.03.2011 -Social Interactionism Williams & Burden (1997), Chapter 2
Week 6 Learner Language

28.03-01.04.2011

-Developmental patterns

Lightbown & Spada (1999); Chapter 4

Week 7
04-08.04.2011

Factors affecting second language acquisition
-The good language learner

-Learning strategies

-Learning styles

Lightbown & Spada (1999); Chapter 3; Brown
(2001), Chapter 14; Chastain (1988), Chapter,
5; Cook (1991), Chapter 5; Harmer (1998),
Chapter 2; Hedge (2000), Chapter 3(2);
Williams & Burden (1997), Chapter 2

Week 8
11-15.04.2011

Factors affecting second language acquisition:
Learning styles

-Personality introversion vs. extraversion
-Tolerance of ambiguity

Brown (2000), Chapter 5; Hedge (2000),
Chapter 1(3)

Week 9
18-22.04.2011

Midterm Exam

Week 10
25-29.04.2011

Factors affecting second language acquisition:
-Intelligence & Aptitude
-Multiple Intelligences

Lightbown & Spada (1999); Chapter 3

Week 11
02-06.05.2011

Factors affecting second language acquisition:
-Age
-Gender

Brown (2000), Chapter 3; Brown (2001),
Chapter 6; Doérnyei (2009), Chapter 6; Hinkel
(2005), Lightbown & Spada (1999); Chapter 3;
Chapter 23; Ur (1996), Module 20

Week 12

Factors affecting second language acquisition:

Brown (2001), Chapter 5; Cook (1991),




09-13.05.2011 -Motivation and Attitudes Chapter 5; Lightbown & Spada (1999);

_Learner beliefs Chapter 3; Ur (1996), Module 19; Williams &
Burden (1997), Chapters 6 & 7
Week 13 What can teachers do to promote language learning | Williams & Burden (1997), Chapter 4;
16-20.05.2011 Second Language Learning in the classroom Cook (1991), Chapter 6

Week 14

Wrap it up: Overall assessment of theterm | .
23-27.05.2011

30.05-10.06.2011 | Final ExXam |

Teaching method: Lectures, class discussion, and group work.
Prerequisites: None.
Teaching aids: OHP transparencies, PowerPoint presentations, lecture notes, and reference books.

Assessment method: Midterm exam constitutes 40% of the final mark while final exam accounts for 60%. Attendance is
compulsory and those who exceed 30% absence will automatically fail.

Learning outcomes: Students will understand basic concepts related to the process of language acquisition.

Attendance policy: Students cannot learn without consistent effort throughout the semester. Attendance will be expected in
all sessions. Students are required to read the related chapters before the class. Attendance will be taken and recorded in all
class sessions. The final grade will be lowered in case of excessive absences. Since this class meets once a week only 14 times
this semester, more than one absence is considered excessive. Your final grade will be lowered in accordance with the
following scale.

o Two classes : 3 points
o Three classes : 6 points
o Four classes : 10 points
o Five and more classes : Fail

Registration for course: Required.
Registration for examination: No.
Remarks: This lecture is suitable for trainee teachers.
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